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Construction Tech Academy

Principal’s Statement

In response to a request from business, industry, and community members, San Diego City Schools es-
tablished the Stanley E. Foster Construction Tech Academy as a career-focused academy for engineering,
architecture, and construction trades at the Kearny High Educational Complex. The academy opened in
September 2002 with the following mission statement:

“Construction Tech Academy is designed as a project-based learning environment that will engage and
support students in learning while having a positive effect on the school, its students, and its surrounding
community. In this cross-curricular setting, students work together to solve real-life problems that are pre-
sent in both the local and global arenas. Large project-based themes are created to integrate all subject mat-
ter, as well as prepare students for further education or a professional path upon graduation.”

The academy’s educational program is based on key school reform strategies identified by the U.S.
Department of Education. These strategies include high academic standards, small learning environments,
learning structured around students’ career interests, linkages between out-of-school experiences and class-
room learning, flexible schedules, and strong linkages with post-secondary institutions. The curriculum
integrates career technical courses with academic courses, providing students a rigorous curriculum through
a relevant, hands-on, and project-centered instructional approach.

The Construction Tech Academy Advisory Committee and Board of Directors work daily with staff
and students to bring “real-world” rigor and relevance into the classrooms.

Instruction and Curriculum

The San Diego Unified School District Board of Education has formally adopted California State
Board of Education-approved academic standards and curriculum frameworks for all subject areas. District
curriculum materials, instructional strategies and supports, professional development, and student assess-
ments are aligned with state standards and focused on ensuring that every student has access to a high-
quality, rigorous, and engaging instructional program. A range of support opportunities is available for
students needing additional assistance.

Construction Tech Academy’s college and career preparatory project/problem based curriculum is de-
signed in collaboration with engineering, architecture, and construction professionals. Students apply aca-
demic theory toward solving real-world problems. The Construction Tech Academy’s small learning
community allows teachers to know and support their students well. Teachers infuse industry standards
into their lessons and invite business professionals to serve as resources for classroom instruction.

Opportunities for Parent Involvement

Parents have many opportunities to be involved at their children’s school site (for example, govern-
ance committees, special events, fundraising events, parent organizations, and in classrooms) and at the
district level (for example, district councils/committees, Parent University, and special events). We also
encourage parents to support their children at home by making their expectations about school clear and
creating a positive homework and learning environment.

We at Kearny Construction Tech are committed to obtaining community resources for our school and
invite all constituencies to assist us in the education of our students.

Parents, students, industry professionals, and community members participate in a variety of pro-
grams, including the Site Governance Team, the English Learner Advisory Committee, open house, stu-
dent exhibition celebrations, the Parent Teacher Student Association, the Construction Tech Academy
Advisory Committee, the Kearny Alumni Association, and mentoring clubs such as Architecture, Con-
struction, and Engineering (ACE) and U.S. First Robotics.

If you want to get involved, please contact Kathy Thompson at (858) 496-8370, ext. 4302.




Teacher Credentials

This table displays the number of teachers assigned to the school who are fully credentialed, who are working without a full credential, and who
are credentialed but teaching outside of their subject area of competence. District totals do not include charter schools.

Number of Teachers S BIENIET

2005 2006 2007 2008
Full credential and teaching in subject area 12 14 22 5,351
Full credential but teaching outside subject area 3 3 0 516
Without full credential 2 4 4 625
Total 17 21 26 6,492

Academic Performance Index (API)

The API is an annual measure of the academic performance and progress of schools in California. API scores range from 200 to 1,000, with a
statewide API performance target of 800. Detailed information about the API can be found at the CDE Web site at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.

This table displays the school’s statewide and similar-schools API ranks. The statewide API rank ranges from 1 to 10. A statewide rank of 1
means that the school has an API score in the lowest 10 percent of all schools in the state, while a statewide rank of 10 means that the school has an
API score in the highest 10 percent of all schools in the state. The similar-schools API rank reflects how a school compares to 100 statistically
matched “similar schools.” A similar-schools rank of 1 means that the school’s academic performance is in the lowest 10 percent of the 100 similar
schools, while a similar-schools rank of 10 means that the school’s academic performance is in the highest 10 percent of the 100 similar schools.

API Rank 2005 2006 2007
Statewide 6 5
Similar Schools 9 9

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

Through the California STAR Program, students in Grades 2—11 are tested annually in various subjects. The California Standards Tests (CST)
include English language arts and mathematics (Grades 2—11), grade-level science (Grades 5, 8, and 10), end-of-course science (Grades 9, 10, and
11), and history—social science (Grades 8, 10, and 11). Prior to 2005, the norm-referenced test (NRT) tested reading/language arts and mathematics
(Grades 2-11), spelling (Grades 2—-8), and science (Grades 9—11). Beginning in 2005, the NRT tests reading/language arts, spelling, and mathemat-
ics in Grades 3 and 7 only, and no longer test science in any grade. To protect student privacy, “—” is used in the following tables instead of the
percentage when the number of students tested is 10 or less in that category.

California Standards Tests (CST): English Language Arts and Mathematics

Percentage of students achieving at the proficient or advanced levels (meeting or exceeding state standards):

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MATHEMATICS
School District State School District State
Gr |2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 |2005 2006 2007 | Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007
9 46.0 35.3 47.7 138.9 459 437 37 43 44 9 6.1 10.9 5.3 13.2 17.0 16.8 21 23 25
10 27.4 36.5 29.6 |35.5 36.9 37.9 35 36 37 10 4.9 4.2 7.4 93 11.1 11.4 17 19 20
11 33.3 30.9 34.1 1353 385 375 32 36 36 11 4.9 7.5 5.8 8.3 105 10.5 14 16 17
Norm-Referenced Test (NRT): Reading and Mathematics
Percentage of students scoring at or above the 50th percentile (the national average):
READING MATHEMATICS
School District State School District State
Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 |2005 2006 2007 | Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007
This section does not apply to this school.
The complete SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD (SARC) may be obtained from the school or from the Internet

(studata.sandi.net/research/sarcs/). The complete SARC is roughly 12 pages long and provides information on enrollment, parent and community involvement,
school safety and climate for learning, academic performance, class size, teachers and staffing, curriculum and instruction, and school finance. In addition, SARCs
for secondary schools include dropout data and post-secondary preparation information (i.e., enrollment in courses that meet University of California or California
State University entrance requirements, as well as Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate programs; SAT scores; college test-preparation courses; and
the degree to which students are prepared to enter the workforce).
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